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' mouth of the hole and, swinging on to
of a ch which grew near, was soeon :
§ Q at the top of another tree. There she
1 stuck, ‘as though she were part of the NE ‘l'

tree itself, until I got somewhat tired
of her waiting to do something else,
% BY ERNEST HAROLD BAYNES ¢ and then I thought it might be well to
3 1 see if there were any more raccoons in ARR'VA
and gave it a bite which made me feel | 130 pollow she had left. After pound-
' glad that the leather was thick. It did ing the stump again to mo effect, I lN
ERSONALLY, 1 should mnever l however, my watching was in vain, DOt hang on, as many animals do, but | ;imped un to the hole and looked in.
dream of iInterrupting a fox or |ahd the second night was just as bar- drew back as though lo e for a:; This time [ saw no shining stars, but
. ; | ren of results, But tae third, a beauti- Other rush, leaving its teeth mar I saw a number of bright little spots, !
other wild creature in the act of | ¢ moonlight night, T was not disap- deep In my shoe. I decided to.let It ot §o0 3" " b s of long-drawm, |
stealing a hen. For the pleasure of in- | pointed. It may have been 11 o'clock 80 and hupt the animal up later, to get 4 eamyjous pur-r-r-rs, which I knew
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formation to be gained by watching the |

animal at work, the payment of a hen
or two would seem no more a loss than
Would the payment of money for lec-
ture tickets., But then, my living in
nowise depends upoa the successful
rearing of poultry; if it did, I might

have had more sympathy for a farmer |

neighber who called upon me some
months ago. . Something he said, had
been stealing his chickens, and he

wanted to know if I wouldn't try to |
find out what it was. He and his sons |

were so tired out, every evening, that
he didn’t see how any of them could
pit up nights to watch tke hen house,
but 1 never seemed to have nothin’ to

when I distinctly neard a sound from
the direction of the stable; it wag the
sound of some animal snifing., Very

view of a large part of the yard. Not
a thing oculd 1 see, yet every now and

very encouraging. Presently, round an
angle of the barn came a dark-looking
animal, which, by its peculiar rocking

gait alone, I should have recognized as |

a raccoon. It came on at a leisurely

pace, snifiing at every crack in the

barn, and occasionally standing on its
hind legs to look about it. Very soon
i it reached the end of the barn and,
turning, cut across the yard to the hen
house. Near one corner of this build-
ing there was a little door for the hens,

quietly I raised my head until I had a |

then I could hear a “‘sniff” which was !

an idea of its private life. So I opened
the door about a foot, and it dashed
out and was lost in the thadows behind
the buildings aimost before I could see

which way it went. For, shnrt-legged:
‘ and heavily-buiit though it is, a rac-

coon has a most astonishing way of
hustling over the ground when there is
any real necessity for it.

Next day I set out to find where that
raccoon lived, for I felt sure its home
was not very far from the farm yard
it had been visiting. After a search of
nearly two days, during which I visited
every hollow tree I knew of for two or
three miles around, I came upon an old
trunk half hidden amongst the
branches of other trees. Near the top
there was a very promising hole, and,

from previous experience meant young

raccoons. I pulled from my belt a pair

of old leather gloves, which I usually

| gloves was an unnecessary precaution,
Iffo'r the cubs were too young to bite,
{ and T drew them out, four of them,
each with a look of astonishment on

them in each of my side pockets, and
after returning the other to their home.
I slid to the foot of the tree. Here I
set the little gray cubs on the ground.
and more self-possessed youngsters I
never saw. They seemed interested in
everything, but surprised at nothing,
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carry, and which I use for a score of |
purposes in the woods, and after put~|
! ting them on, I lcaned into the hole
and reached down. The donning of the |

Regardless of

his comical little face. I put one of |
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do “but nosey around the woods, 100k- | gngd into this the raccoon walked, as de-
In’ for anlmals, and takin’ pictures,” | |jherately as though he owned the farm.
and he thought the job would be just |y arose quietly and, slipping across the
in my line. T thought so too, so I ac- yard, dropped the little door into place,

Tepted the proposition, and that night { and 1 had a prisoner. Then I got a
I took an old ar
myself comfortal
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hens removed to another bullding, for | the air from its lungs with a loud hiss- | her at my leisure. Next day I set out | fore eating it, after the manner of al

I knew the animal, whatever it was, |Ing sound, it scrambdled quickly to xhef early to make my vigit, and upon ar- | most all raccoons. They are back in NEW ARRIVALS OF
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i Its former successes, and in case 1 had | sides of the building, looking for a hole | dead branch, with which .I belabored | met one of them in my walks. He was F. T .l M d
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no kick if it hadn't been for Kate, for
‘twa’'n’'t just the thing to object to any-
body that wanted to play in that sort |
of a game. Anyway, Jackson took it
for a insult, as was natural enough, an’
he says, very nasty:

“T didn't know you was so particu-

sort of sultry from the depth my wheel
sunk into the street.

“But somehow or nuther T didn't sus-
pect it ‘until after bothk my tires haa
melited off on the way back.

1MI me it was ‘cause there war'nt no | gome dirt. I don't rightly know what
good women poker players. I've saw | it was about, bat I heer'd he held out
women that c'd play as good a game as | after a game that had panned out rich
any man I ever seen shuffle a deck. for both on ‘em.

“An" it wa'n't 'cause they wa’'n’t 'Peared he hogged the biggest half
mean enough to be professionals. 1 tell |0 the money, an’ she hadn't no way
you when a woman does go wrong, |!0 get even, on’y she told him she'd

and found my little wire-haired fox ter-

£he’s a heap sight meaner'n any man
you'll find in a month ¢' Sundays, even
mg professional gamblers, an' I
reckon that's about as good a place to
for ornery people as they is

another, though,
n that played poker in them
there a good many of
same as say there is now,
never used to
I don’t call to mind but one of em that
ever get into a game, thoughten ’twas

perhaps.

see SOme woman play
*1n a cou

or some reason or
the wom

once in a wq

You mougt
once, gaybe «
hat you'd nevs
be for a lark m
rened to be on
bos
wWol -9'\_1 be

years,

'cause she hap-
at when some-
a playin’, She

she knoweq

a reg’la
s one

\ an, though, that
come along just a

‘ the w ., When
wha l'nl!”l“l7~(1lhf']l\l ‘0 the Mis
gissipp! river poker was plaved. Thingg
wa'n't settled like an’ there was a big
game on sometimes.

"Twa'n't like the ﬂ?d time, even

then, f'r you wouldn't see no rich plant- | T

ers’ sons scatteri .‘..v-\n crop money,
nor the plantergs thei

down the river for fun
they h:
b | Yh w

so frequent as
ple travelin’
n't count on,

but there was
3, that you woul

an’ sometimes theyv'd play, go the gam- |
|

1~w was still 'round.

"Peared like this woman, Kate Carr
she called herself, had been quite

€ some
acter in the war, bein’ a reck-

less devil that hadn't no people of her

of asch

own, so far as anvbody knowed. an’ bhe- |

in’ a red hot rebel, llke the southern
Women mostly was. Seems she were a
BUY, now an’ again, an’ had 'listed twice
an’ been 4!;Q~ har

ged when they found
B¢ were a woman.

she’'d been in camp con-
they said she learned to

some o' the best poker plavin’
ever did, was done ov
blanket

that was

woman
y tol-

out in
on'y in

m, but T never seen her
n's clo'es an’ there wa'n't
about her to make you
" no such pranks,
‘ked lookin’ eye,
o' movin’, that
y be quite

nothin® special
Euspicion her
"thouten it
an' a quic
somehow

But she were
talked an’ acted
one thing.

“That were’ that th

» on’

3 re wa'n't no sign
o’ her havin' any use for men folks,
man ‘d
her havin' no
anvy ‘n.-‘\ nor puttin’ u

on'y for to talk with |ame
talk. T never heer'd o
flirtatioy

as :

1 g

non

“They was some o' the
R""Hf'iw their own selves, that woulll
ha' liked well ¢ r:uup'x to tie up with 'p
but none on " ever made out he
\'\:y':' good frier with em, an’ she hm]
pals, now an’ ain,ein the game, but
that was all the far it ever \'cA-r.‘,‘

‘Peared she didn’t have no rvzzﬂ:n‘
home, l‘vm she used to go to an’ .frrnn
Memphis a good bit, Mostly she'd get
on the.boat somewhere down the river
an’ go south, or she'
where down the river an’
as Memphis,

“An’ she didn't travel reg'lar, but
she'd make, mebbe, half a dozen trips
a year. I were on the old River Belle
then an’ she 'peared to like Ihlt par-
tic’'lar boat st of any on ‘em, so I
seen quite a lot of her, first :m"l:l.ct.

*Old Man Hopper, that was cap’'n o'
the River Belle then, he ‘peared to be
all struck of a heap; the first time he
seen her playin’ cards in the saloon
an’ he sent a nigger to ask her to kt(-'[;
up in his office a minute. The mgzor
he give his mi‘ﬂ“uzv very quiet an' re-
ppectful, an’ she left the table prompt,
but after aboul half an hour she came
back and took her seat.

“Nobody " ever knowed rightly “what
they said to one another, but 'm what
the cap’'n let drop, to me onct or twiet
1 revkon she must ha' talked-about her
experience in the army. The old man
had been a rebel soldier his ownself
an' likely hed had a soft spot some-
where for them that fit on his side.
Anyway, nobody never interfered with

men, mostiy

't on some-

EO up as far

the river to play. |

e her again. It'd on'y |

selves didn't i:n‘

on a blanket An’, sav, |

old army |

if she’d been togged |

see to it that his reputation as a square
man wouldn't be worth much to him
any more. He on'y laughed at her, an’
sald he reckoned his word was as good
as hern, an’ she wasn't likely to hurt
him none.

“But he reckoned wrong, for whether
't she were more listagned to than
{ him, bein’ a woman an' tolable well
{ liked among the professionals, or
whether it were that she told a story
straigter than him, ‘twan’'t long fore
evervbody was givin® him the cold
shoulder, an’ he were monstrous sore,
He were that mad, in fact, that some

! hin

but that only made it wors
1, an’ they laughed at him for
about makin® war on a wo-

“You see she didn't ask no favors
‘'count o’ bein' a woman, an’' so fur as
the play went in a poker game she
didn’t get none, but a’ter all, men can’t
forget such things, even when a woman
| tries to make ‘em.

“Well, it come about, mebbe six
months after her an" Jackson had their

fallin’ out, she were on the river again.
This time shé come up 'm New Or-
leans, an’ there was a sport f'm there
| that had about as bad a name as any
on ‘em for crooked play an' for bein’
|a bad fighter, that come up on the
same trip

{ *'Peared they'd meet in New Or-
| leans an’ this feller, his name was Die-
or that's what he called hisself,

| She digyn’'t have no use for him, on'y
1s a pal, but he were a good player,
in’ they'd made it up to play together
on the boat if they ¢'d get into a game
1'-: was worth while.

“Dieter, T reckon,, was countin® o
marryin’ her sooner or later, an’'

p'tend to say, but ’twan’t no secret
that she'd 1 no to him more'n once.
“There were a game, all right, goin’

up, there was some on ‘em playin' all

the time. Now an’' ag’'in one on' em

the game went right on into the fourth
day.
| *“There was six in the game, an' on'y
Dieter an' this here Kate Carr was be-
knownst to me as professionals, the
others bein’ strangers on the boat that
I never seen afore nor since, but f'm
the way they played I sized 'em up
for gamblers, all four on ‘e afore
they'd played twenty-four hou
“They all 'peared to be nlll'hl ners,
an’ they held out 1tk were f'm the
north on some railro:
some sort—that is three on 'em did—
byt my notion is that they was all

to see what there was imit.

They started playin’. a five-dollar
limit, but that didn't last long. The
limit were set aside the first day, an’
there didn’t seem to be no ewsd to the
money they had. 1 seen ap high as
$1,000 change hands in one deal, an
they didn’'t none on 'em "pear to aink
that was nothin’ extraordinary.

*“I don’t reckon Dieter an’ Kate 'd ha’
lasted a long time in that size game if
it had run against 'em long, but they'd
done pretty well 'm the start. I didn't
e no outrageous show o’ crooked play,
but I c¢'d see lh~~) played for one ,'1‘\-
other, now an’ again, as you can do |
in poker if you want to.

“But them northerners did a good
deal the same sort o' thing oncet in
awhile, so that was even up. 'Peared
like Kate an' her partner was too slick
to get caught that way, though, an’
they didn't get nipped very bad neo
time. but they turned the screws on
desp'rate hard three or four times on
the northerners, so they was well ahead
o the game when Jackson % conw
aboard the boat.

“Whether he knowed Kate was
aboard I can't say, but if ne didn’t
know it afore, he found it out mighty
quick after he Zot aboard, for pretty
nigh everybody on the boat had got
interested in that game by that time,
an’ all them that ceuld was standin’
‘round, looking on-at the play.

“Nobody hadn't offered to set inn, bein’
as ‘twas a bigger game than most folks
wanted to play them times, an' there

on 'en ard him swear he'd get even |

i fell in love witd her, desp'rate. |

whether he might ha' did it or net, ;f‘
things had fell out different, I don't

full blast afore we come to H:Huni
| Rouge, an’ £'m that time til it broke

i business o' |

lar who you played with, Dieter."

“Dieter was ready for him, an" he
leaned back an' says, with a drawl,
‘Oh, well, Jackson, you know you have
to draw Ih., line somewheres, 1 draw
it on you.’

“An’ Jackson sorl o’ choked, an’ he
says, ‘You'll answer to me for that.
An’ Dieter smiles an’ he says: ‘Cer-
tainly. Any time and place you like.

On'y you can't expect me to quit a |

game o' poker to fight vou. You’ll have
to wait till the game breaks up.’

“Well, Jackson he choked again, an’
he were just goin’ to speak again, but
he 'peared to have a second thought.
20 he just bowed. You'd ha" thought
most any man, after gettin® that kind
of a thing slung at him, would ha’
gone away, but he didn’'t. He just stood
an’ kep' watchin' the game like nothin’
had happened.

“Come Dieter’'s deal just a little while
after that, an' whether "twas 't he were
a bit nervous or what, T can't say, but
i seen just a little fumble o' the cards
that rhowed me he were stackin' ‘em.
I'd been watchin® Jackson, too, pretty
close, thinkin® there’'d be more comin’
pretty soon, an' I seen that he seen It,
too, but he didn't say nothin’. He
on'y edged 'round a little till he was
'most near enough to see Dieter’s hand,
s'posing, o' course, Dieter was fool
enough to hold his cards so they (»‘d
be seen.

“There was two o' the northerners on |

s\left, an’ two on his right, an’

l-[-p'\,\“ii" to him. When I seen
t one pass, an' the second open,
an’ Kate stay, an’ the other two pass,
an' Dieter raised, [ says to myself that
he'd Jikely give the northerner a good
hand an’ Kate a beiter one, an’ was
just stayin’ hisself to help her in the
bettin’. '"Twa'n't no ways likely 't he'd
give hisself the winnin® hand.

“Well, the northerner raised back,
i like I'd locked to see him do, makin’
| it a hundred in all to draw cards, an’
Kate p'tended to study a little, but she
stayed, an’ so did Dieter.

“On the draw the northerner stood

| pat un' Kate took two cards, an’ then
| Dieter p'tended to study, like he were
'd drop out for an hour or two, but |

tryin’ to make out he was bluffin’, and

{ he saxs:

‘I reckon I'll play these!”

“Well, the ngrtherner had a king full,
but just naturally Kate got her tourth
ten. The northerner bet a hundred,
Kate made it two, an’ Dieter made it
three, an’ then it were all as plain
me as the nose on your face, The
northerner he ’"peared to suspicion he
was up against it, an' he were studyin
a bit when Jackson spoke up:

*‘It’s easy seen why you didn't want
me in the game,” he says. ‘You knew
well I wouldn’'t stand for no such see-

t | saw as that on your deal. I'll ket you
sports that was tryin’ the river game |

§600 you haven't got threes in your
hang.’

“Well, just naturally there was con-
fusion right away. Dieter were quick
¢nough for a fight. Everybody knowed
that. Iaut just for a instant he seemed |

} | to hesitate, like he didn't want to break
| into tne play, but Kate blazed up in a

wild fusy. I ¢'d see, when 1 looked at |
her, how ‘twas they told she used to
fight like a wild cat when she was in
the army.

' *Why don’t you kill him?' she says,
i to Dieter, o course; an’ she almost
screams it, she's that crazy mad.. An’
Dieter, n(ﬁl' on the edge of a fight any-
way, an' hearin’ that f'mm the woman
he was in love with, didn't wait no
further. but drawed his gun.

*“0O" course, Jackson was lookin’ for
that, an’ he drawed, too, but somehow

i he fumbled, or his arm got catched

somehow, Le bein' in a sort ef a crowd,
an' Dijeter fired first.

“The ball struck Jackson within
about an inch of his heart, an’, bein’ a
heavy one, went plumb through his
lungs, but he didn’'t fall just for a mo-
ment, He werz just about to pull his
own trigger, but he seemed to think
again, an’ 'stead o' shootin’ at Dieter
as he was goin’ to, he turned on Kate.

“‘He's killed me, all right,” he says,
‘but you'll go with-me.” An’ he shoots
her through the head. They was both
dead in a couple o° minutes.

“Since then [ hain't never seen mo
women gamblers on the river."—New
York Sun.

rier pup a-lyin’ dead on the porch, 1
begun t’ realize that the weather was
likely to be right clese a little later in
| the day.”
| “Good heavens, man!™ interrupted
I the fat man. “Do you mean to tell me
that there was enough heat before sun-
| rise to kill a dog? 1 don't believe—"
“Well, I reckon ypu don’t quite un-
| derstand me,” Lochinvar explained. ™I
don’t meéan that the heat itself actually
killed this little wire-haired fox terrier
pup of mine. But it made his hair
crinkle up so durn tight that the poor
little crittur was squeezed to death,
which is almost the same thing.
“But, as I was zbout to say. when I
saw this little wire-haired fox terrier
a-lyin' dead there, 1 began to realize

&
i “When I reached the house, though,
|
b

a little later.
‘S’posin’ the ice’'s melted,” thought
I, and I rushed-to see.

“Well, sir, that bit of fool rashnes
of mine durn near cost me my eye-
sight. Just as I vanked the door open
a gush of hot air rushed in, and the ice
box thermometer exploded with a bang
that splattered boiling mercury all over
my face.

“I flew out of the house with a whoop
of pain, and made for the doctor’s
house as fast as my legs, handicapped
by bubbling pavements, could carry me.
l “What 1 saw at the doctor’s house

made me stop short in spite of my pain.
{ There was the doc and his wife and all
i the little does a-sittin® around a roarin’
‘ big bonfire out on the lawn.
| ‘“The whole blame family's gone dip-
| Py With the heat,” says I, but before T

had time to turn the doctor had spied
| me.

| "“'What on earth's the matter? he
| shouted, running toward me. ‘What's
| up with your face? Here, jump in the
| fire and get cool.’

| “With that, before I could tear my-
| self from him, he pl kl-l me up and
| tossed me into the roaring blaze,

| “Was the doc crazy? Not on your
|llff‘ Why, do you krow, the weather
|

|

|

|

|

|

was so hot that that fire was actually
cool by contrast. | wondered I haun't
thnught of it myself,

‘It didn’t do much good, though, for
I hadn't more than got comfortably
settled in the cooling blaze w h-n a man
on heorseback came gallopin’ down the
! street, yellin’ for every one to make for
the river; that all the asphalt streets
in the upper part of the town had
mellea and were lowing down hill.
! “We jumped té our feet, but ’twas
too late. Just as we reached the gate,
Winter street and Spring avenue came
| sizzling and bubbling down Frost boul-
evard, carrying all before them.

“We turned and made for the hills in

the rear of the doc's, Six hours later,
t’burned and blistered after our hard
| struggle, we succeeded In reaching a
| pnmt of safety.

““When it was all over we found that
it had been lucky for us that we had
been foreced to the hills, for soon after
the streets had begun to flow the ( ‘old-
stream river had boiled over its banks
| and cut off all means of escape in that

dlrer‘tion

“Now that, stranger, is what I call
tolerably warm weather., Give me an-
other hot one, Mr. Bartender.”

———-—
The Salt Lake City Brevmg Company
To increase our saies we have ex-
erted ourselves in an effort to manu-
facture the very best that can be pro-
duced in the beer line, and as a re-
sult we nhow have a new brew of Ex-
tra Pale Beer which Is very highly
recommended by a great many of our
physicians as b2ing absolute'y pure
and unadulterated. Manufactured
strictly from Bavarian hops and Utah
mall, we can guarantee it to be &
teniec of superior guality, second to
none in the United States, and s
found on draught in the majority of
the salocns throughout the western
country. If you use beer at home, try
our Extra Pale: it is now bottled and
ready for the market. We charge only
$2.50 per case of two dozen quarts, de-
livered to any address In the city, bot-
tles to be returned. Keep the beer
cold to obtain the right flavor.
JACOB MORITZ,
Telepb.'mc 17. General Manager.

that it was going to be somewhat warm |
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Academy and Boarding School tor
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{ eighth grade and High school. Good mu-

¢ department, i—;n-nns s moderate. The
th_year opens Sept. Catalogue and
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ROBERT J. CASKEY, Principal
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